LESSON 12 KANJI MEMORIZATION TECHNIQUES
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] U, YU, migi AR UHA  righiistfaction
RIGHT % # UGAN right bank
S suokes AF MGITE  righthand

Oniginally 2, showing a right hand X over a mouth €1 20. The right hand symbol-
e strengthisupport, and the original meaning of 2 was support verbally (sill occa-
ssceally found in Chinese). This meaning was laer assumed by an NGU character 45
s sk person 4 39, while 2 islf came to mean sinply ight hand. The rtention of
mosth © may have been influenced by a popular interpretaion of th elements s hand
favored for fecding.

Mscmonic: RIGHT HAND TO THE MOUTH
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1 hold the ruler with my left hand.

KE o é Fethehers.

left
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£ SAHA  lefis faction
7 1 HIDARIGAWA eftside
%5 HIDARITE efthand

Eet hand 7 and work upon = 113 qv. Rather ke the right hand, the left hand also.
jised support. but with connotations of reserve/auriliary s opposed 10 the
of theright (sce 2). Thus 22 original meaning was assist someone at work
found in Chinese). Again like 2, it original meaning was Iaer taken over by a charac-
adding person 4 39, giving assst {1283, while 22 iself came to mean simply
Band, with . retsined though redundan. Suggest taking . lterally as carpen-

s square

ic: LEFT HAND STEADIES CARPENTER'S SQUARE.
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Stop (ik) alittie (%) and then
walk again

Pubeot eaBeriss,
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HO, aruku, ayumu ilf % SHINPO progress.
WALK %47 % HOKOSHA  pedestrian

2 8 strokes # & Hi T ARUKIDASU
start walking

i sls0 %, and earlier §; , showing a doubling of foot s 129 q.v. (the lower
seing a right foot, the upper a lef) 0 indicat putting one foot in front of the
Soggest taking sylsed 4 asfew 143,

- FEW FEET WALK NOWADAYS
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‘Serving the public is a hard job.

Riormiicouxicr,





image12.png
2. PN KO ke 7 3% KOKYO public
PUBLIC, FAIR, LORD 2 3 KOHEI faimess
4 strokes #2 M 72 KISHOKO  Lord Kishu

Once writen . B is an enclosure, indicaiing private property. ) is spliaway
66, indicating dissolution. Thus the dissolution of private property, giving pub-
ic property. T alsoled tothe ides of belonging to the state/government 35 opposed to
private individuals. Govemment conceptualy overlspped with royal household,leadin.
by assocition to member of royal household such as prince and eventually lord

Fair i an asociated meaning of public nd open. It s not clear whether L is mercly s
graphic simplification of 0 or a deliberate us of self /3 134, Suggest taking a5
nose 134 and . i its meaning of eight.

Mremonic: EIGHT LORDS SHOW NOSE IN PUBLIC
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park

1goto a park to dance on
Saturdays (£).

AcRliclcfee.

g
fas




image14.png
234 EN, sono % @ KOEN park

GARDEN, PARK # % ) DOBUTSUEN
13 strokes. 7 [ HANAZONO
flower garden

Enclosure [ 123 and spacious § 79. The later also lends s sound 1o express
fence. Thus spacious fenced enclosure. Suggest remembering § by association
with distant 3£ 79.

Mnemonic: SPACIOUS PARK ENCLOSES CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE
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The king (E) with ajewel rues

AtiorErmekLeT,

country
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123 KOKU, kuni B GAIKOKU  overseas.
COUNTRY, REGION /i [8 SHIKOKU Shikoku
8 srokes. [ % KOKKA sate

Formerly (5] . #is delineated area 809 q.v, while [ indicstes enclosed. The mod-
em form uses jewel 102, though king Z. 5 might have been a more logical choice

Mnemonic: ON

'S COUNTRY IS AN ENCLOSED JEWEL
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You should smoke tobacco

(7/53) outside.
4 ,
4 g sradithosues,

outside
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91 GALGE,soto,hoka,hazusu % A GAUIN forcigner

OUTSIDE,OTHER,UNDO /4 F GEKA surgery.

5 swokes /4B SOTOGAWA  exterior
Crescent moon 4 44.and | . The later shows 3 crack (ina turle shell used in divina.
tion), andisin fact an NGU character meaning divination . 4 is used phonetically to ex-
press split open, and also lends ts cresceat shape o suggest a turtle shel. Since the
cracks generally appearcd on the outside (convex) surface of the shell, 1 came to mean
outside/outer. Other and undo are associated meanings.

Mnemonic: CRESCENT MOON WITH CRACK ON OUTSIDE.
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| mark the door (F=) with an ax
tondicate t i the place.

soTACHE T, B
bABEIELET,




image20.png
- A SHO, tokoro # B BASHO place.
PLACE, SITUATION Pi4i SHOYU  possession
8 strokes J& B IDOKORO  address.

108 and ax/chop 4 1176. Usually explained as the doorway being the place
wood was chopped, which i a useful mnemonic but almost cerainly incorrect. P
e purely forits sound, which was originally KO (cf. English CUD before changing

(c£. English CHOp) and finally SHO (cf. English SHEar/SHOre/SHOm). Thus
%0 (CHO/SHO) sound of something being chopped. I s not fully clear how
10 mean place. Some scholarsfeel it was borrowed phonetically as a substitute for
sisce 42 896, but it may also have derived from a partcular place associated with
& (wood). Thus there may be some slght supportfor the ‘chopping in a doorway’
Place has also come tobe used figuratively tomean situation or circumstances.

- CHOP DOWN DOOR WITH AX TO GET INTO PLACE
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~ 7/,

sea

iz

We go o the sea and swim

P e cy

@ B Bk cliwes,




image22.png
B . KAL umi # W KAIGUN vy
| ~ SEA H 4 # NIHONKAI Japan Sea

\‘Q 9 strokes. # 3 UMIBE seaside
Water 5 40 and every 4 206, which may aso ct phonticaly to express slty. Thus

ey (drop of) (salty?) water. Al waters finish in the sea.

Msemonic: EVERY DROP OF WATER GOES INTO SEA
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N S

to swim

7K

Ve

I swim in the water.

SO L
—~ >]< *odeieey,




image24.png
Ak SUIEI swimming

< ELoyogu
~q2 swim W 3k HAIEL backstroke
7 8 strokes -k & HIRAOYOGI breastsuoke

s water 40. 7K is long 615 q.v., here used phonetically to express float and also
s original connotations of flowing water. 232 originally meant o float with

‘csrrent, but has now broadened to mean swim.

< LONG SWIM IN WATER
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someone.

.f' A
S,
X ﬁ%&\ R Grresscenfiveiois

toinstruct
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m‘ sazukeru 8% JucYd

CONFER, TEACH £5 Yo

11 strokes i KYOIU
eaching,

Receive © 303 q.v., here in ts lteral sense of convey, with an extra hand F
Whereas 303 came to mean receive, 702 came rather (o mean confer/ bestow,

in the sense of confer knowledge / teach.

Mnemonic: TEACHER'S HAND CONFERS RECEIPT
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1 keep sheep (4) benind the
fonce. Itis my business.

FellooFeioToey,

business.




image28.png
a)»  GY0, GO, waza A % SANGYD industry
PROFESSION, DEED,  J % ZAIGO sin
KARMA 4% SHIWAZA  act,deed
13 strokes

writen 4, depicting a base and notched board of & musical instrument. Cross-
were slotted into the notches and bells hung from them. Opinion differs as to how

ph of a musical instrument came t0 acquire ts prescnt meanings. Some schol-
hat there was a similar device from which wooden tblets inscribed with characters
Sung, these tablets apparently being used as teaching aids. Thus the pictograph be-
associated with learning, leading o profession and hence to work, with work
e 10 deed/act, which in tum became associated with karma (he effect of a per-
acsions on the sum of their existence). Other scholars se the nstrument a symbolis-
cy and complexity, and by extcnsion something demanding much study in
50 master. From study, the evolution of meaning i seen as similr 1o that of the first
. Suggest remembering parly by association with wood 69,

ic: STUDY COMPLEX WOODEN INSTRUMENT AS PROFESSION
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to graduate




image30.png
w . somu % # SOTSUGYO
SOLDIER, END % HESOTSU

| Samkes 7 % SORKYO

e witen 5 s he ey form of clohing . 420 withhelower

onghend n e o sccommodat /, 8 CO charscc mcain dash o mark. 537

oy reemed to marked clothing, indicaing  save o, i, & solder. The

measing of endis borowed. Suggestaking - 25 1p bat, Ak as prsoa/ mee
wd 4 asten 3

b SOLDIER-MEN IN TOP HATS
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This is the shape of an eye.

aoier.
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72 MOKU,BOKU,me,ma- — 2 B HITOTSUME  firstone
EYEORDINALSUFFIX 7t F CHOMOKU  atenion
5 stokes — H HITOMEde aghnce

Pictograph of an eye,originally writien 6. Sometimes found as @9, butusualy ited on
s axis to 8. Borrowed to express ordinals.

Mnemonic: UPRIGHT EYE




image33.png
? 3 . 7l
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> a, HH KA otology
EAR JEH D MIMINARL  tinnitus
6 strokes o ) MIMIKAZARI  caring

Seylised derivative of the pictograph of an ear [

Mecmonic: POINTED EAR
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road

He s craning his neck (i) as
he waits for someone on the
road.

ScifelcLtrnmenot
var,
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N2 DO, TO, michi #ll TETSUDD milway
WAY, ROAD 3l SHINTO Shinto

12 strokes. i % MICHIBATA  roadside

= movement 129. % is head/chief 139, here acting phoneically to express direct

0 lending an idea of chief/main. Thus chief means of direct movement,
 main road. Also used figuratively as an abstract way (1o enlightenment etc.).

[Wsemonic: HEAD MOVES, SHOWING WAY ALONG ROAD
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On Saturday (£), 1 go for away.

ey

far

<eednyey.
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FoN EN, i 3 2 ENSOKU  excursion
DISTANT (6 ) TOMAWARI  detour
13 strokes 34 ENSHI  longsighted

Movement 3129 and . The latte is a CO character meaning long robe, t0 all in-
tents and purposes combining a variant of clothing & 420 with 0, meaning encircling
and by extension spacious and big, leading by association to long. Here % acts pho-
netically 1o express long, and also lends similar connotations of its own. Thus long
movement, i.c. distance/ distant.

Mnemonic: LOOSE CLOTHES FOR TRAVELING ANY DISTANCE




