LESSON 15 KANJI MEMORIZATION TECHNIQUES
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self

In Japan, the gosture of
pointing at one's nose means
“myselt.”

B¥oi. RefiaLcaio
zeeRLET,




image6.png
T
l, SHI, mizukara B % JIBUN self
SELF B 2% SHIZEN nature
6 strokes. A 18 JISHIN  self-confidence

34

From a stylised depiction of the nose ', or some reason showing what appears to be a
7idge = Sel stems from the Oriental pactce of pointing 1o the nose t0 refer to oneself,
25 Opposed tothe chest as in the West. Self i sometimes expressed by 4, an NGU char.

Mnemonic: NOSE IS JUST A STROKE FROM EYE, SYMBOLISING SELF
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cach other

P16

Fix your eyes (B) on the tree
(). The ree and you are facing
‘each other.

AehTcran, eseni
BrvdoTuet,




image8.png
¥ SODAN discussion

0, SHO,

MUTUAL, MINISTER, 5 AITE _ otherpany
ASPECT ¥ SHUSHO Prime Minister
9 strokes

what obscure, though its clements are clearly tree 7 69 and eye 8 72. Most

‘assume it 10 refer 1o an eye waiching from behind a tree, symbolising cautious
ation. It stll means observe carefully in Chinese. Mutual is taken by some.

1o be an associated meaning, since the obscrver might himself be under observa-
a5 in two adversaries carefully weighing each other up). Others take i 10 be a borrow-
Similarly some scholarstake minister 10 be an associated meaning from the idea of
1 or keeping alert, usin the case of examine/ ministry % 516 or keep aler
e servant B 512, while others take it 0 be a borrowing. Aspect, in the sense of the
rance of 4 situation, appears o stem from careful observation.

sic: MINISTERS EYE EACH OTHER FROM TREES
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image10.png
543 DAN H % & SODANYAKU  adviser
‘CONVERSATION, TALK £ & KAIDAN conference:
a K 15 stokes HE DANWA  conversaion

Words ¥ 274 and leaping flames % 1024, indicating a spirited discussion.

Mnemonic: CONVERSATION OF FIERY WORDS
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Your hands feel warm when it is
21 dogrees inside a buiding

oS

it i

e,




image12.png
= DO, TAKU, tabi # B TEIDO degree
DEGREE, TIMES BLE ONDO  temperare
9 strokes — I ICHIDO once

% s sbbreviation of various ¥ 1381, and also acts phonetically to express meas-
< is hand, which was often used for measuring things. Thus (o measure vari-
g5 with the hand, finaly giving measurement in a range of senses. Itis not
wy measure/hand =} 909 was not sed instead ofjust hand. Suggest taking f* as
2 114, with 4 astwo tens + 33and one — 1,i.c. twenty-one.

ic: HAND MEASURES TWENTY-ONE DEGREES IN BUILDING
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Two people open the gate (F).

o BB ok,
B el -

toopen





image14.png
21 KA hiraku, akeru 15 KAIHATSU development

oPEN g KAISHI  incepion

FE) v % # HIRAKIZUNA ripcord

Once writen ) showing a gate 14 211 and two hands y resching ot o emov the
bar ~ tha i Keeping it closd,thercby opening it

Maemonic: HANDS REMOVE BAR AND OPEN GATE
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BA K-

A person closes the gate ().

Knhemmsr.




image16.png
HEL tojiru, shimarwmeru  [f] [ii HEITEN closing store |
CLOSE, SHUT ] 0 HEIKO  dumbfounded
T 11 strokes 191 Hi - SHIMEDASU  shut out

s door/ gate 211, is wlent 126 q.v., here used in it lterl sense of dam and by
barrier. Thus barred gate, leading to shut and close. Suggest taking A as
s+ with prop / .

CCLOSE GATE WITH PROPPED CROSS
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N~ N “Be carefull Don't pour water

- 8&“ % ‘over the master (£)."
/ & = i reEicK entns

7 /==

to pour




image18.png
CHT, sosogu B H CHUMOKU atention

5 POUR, NOTE B 4f CHUSHA injection
J 8 strokes R CHUSHAKU notes

S water 40. . is master 299 q.v, acting phonctically 1o express continuous and

certainly also lending an ides of colum from s literal meaning of long sicmmed

(s2¢ also 345). Thus continuous column of water, giving pour. Also used fig-
'y 25 pour one's thoughis, .. pay attention,

: MASTER POURS WATER




image19.png
Listen o the sound (&) of your
heart (1) to know your mind.

|5\ GoRemssan, A0

u FREFDASTLES.





image20.png
26 1 B CHUI  attention, care
MIND, THOUGHT, WILL # & KETSUI resolution

NN sk 5 IKEN opinion

- is heart/feelings 147. % is sound 6. Some scholars feel the latier is used to mean
sate aloud, t0 give voicing one's feelings and hence opinion or similar. Others
et it is used phonetically to express full, (0 give that of which the heart is full ic.
cancerns or thoughts. Some feel it may also lend an idea of sound but in a figurative
scsse, i.c. 'the sound of the heart’. A combination of the last two theories scems the
st likely, ic. a heart full of thoughts which are ts ‘sounds'. Will and mind
= extended meanings.

\teemonic: A THOUGHT IS A SOUND FROM THE HEART




image21.png
Amother (74~) amanges.
(PL) a babysiter in
advance.

BiridoesRLTaEST,
advance




image22.png
- YO, kanere F # YOYAKU ‘booking.
ALREADY, PRIOR, I F 48 YosO ‘expectation
4 sokes Fi& YOTE! schedule

Eaerty also 7. . though technically tis i a separae character. Od forms such as
e 3 combination of symbol and pictograph, namely a weaving shuttle 0 (from 0 )
Jng pushed | to one side 9. This came to represent the idea of doing one action as.
o a sequence, L. prior o doing the next action. The idea of doing something in
4150 came to mean leaving a margin. Elephant % 533 was added 0 give an
of big margin, though t i notclear why such a complex character was chosen. Thus
e siage 403 had a secondary meaning similar to ample/margin /%800, and s iner
-z that both 403 and 800 have been borrowed 1o cxpress Ume. This has always beer
10 be for purcly phonetic reasons, but the coincidence of meaning may sugges'
ditonal but now unclear semantic connection. Margin has now faded 25 a majo

5. leaving the carlir idea of acting in advance and hence already.

sic: 'VE ALREADY PUSHED THE SHUTTLE
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Please grab an approximate
amount of hread ().

RokeoraTirEN.

N @*?ﬁj

1o promise / pproximate




image24.png
591 YAKU # % YAKUSOKU  promise
PROMISE, SUMMARIZE, 6 # SETSUYAKU economise

IR APPROXIMATELY 5+ A YAKUGOIININ
9 strokes. about fifty people

Formerly also $41 . 4 is thread 27. /4] is ladle/ measure 1342, here used phoness-
cally to express tie tightly. Thus (o tie threads tightly (into a knot). On the cae
hand this came by figurative association to be applied to binding agreements, and on
other to mean tighten up in the sense of remove non-essential clements,i.c. summarize.
By further association summary/ gistled 10 approximation.

Mnemonic: KNOTTED THREAD REMINDS OF PROMISE ABOUT LADLE





image25.png
‘We stayed at a white (&) hotel
N anho bosch.
~ (=
/ e Fidoduar U,

0 stay over
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6% - HAKU, tomaru/meru 7 ¥ SHUKUHAKU lodging

- STAY, LODGE # % b 7 TOMARIBAN night duty
4 8 strokes — i IPPAKU  ovemight,
one night's stay

5 iswater 40. 6 s white 65, here acting phonetically o express shallow. It is pos-
i thatoriginally {3 alo lent its meaning of white, since white water is generally asso-
cated with shallows. However,from an early stage 1696 became associated with shallow

water suitable for an anchorage, then came to mean stopping place and eventually

stop/ stay in general.

Maemonic: STAY IN WHITE WATER?!
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baggage

I6an see grass sticking out of
the baggage. Wnat (1) is in 7

(LT v TP
FcfirXotoera,




image28.png
KA, ni 1 SHUKKA  consignment
LOAD, BURDEN # 7 FUNANI  ship's cargo
\74 10 strokes %i % NIMOTSU  baggage

= i plant 9. T is what? 80 q.v. The latter is slmost certainly used in ts carly sense of
2 heavy load, though its precise role is unclear. The original meaning of 239 was
(sill retained in Chinese as a significant meaning). The idea of bearing a heavy load
possibly have been used 1o efer 1o the arge head of the lotus. In any event, bearing
e came to prevail as the main meaning in Chinese and the sole meaning in Japanese.

. WHAT A BURDEN THE LOTUS PLANT CAN BE!
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& o
- % frkciBrEsneLr,

o deliver




image30.png
948 todokulkeru Ji 1 % TODOKESHO  repost
DELIVER, REPORT  Ji {7 fli % TODOKEDERU  rnosfy.

8 stokes 77 & J§ < YUKITODOKU
beareree

Formerly . P i stamped person/ corpse 236, here indicatin a sick/ injured
person. i formed fromearth + (variant_ £ 60, and notsamurai & 494) 28
container L1 indicaing a dead and inert weight. 1 also acis phoncically 10 <&
press mave slowly. 948 orginally refered 0  sick! injured person moving aloeg
Sty Some scholarstke it resent meanings o b borrowed, ihers e hers 85 &5
siving from move sowly,namely move slovlybut surely and evetualy reach, vih &

erbeing  ransiive form of resch and report eing an ssocaied meaning. SoEE=
aking b s reason 39.

Meemonic: DELIVER CORPSE AND REPORT REASON




image31.png
. RON MK RONBUN e
= ARGUMENT, OPINION 7 RIRON theory
7]t %% RONRI ogic

= words/ speak 274. & is arrange neatly 601 q.v., which according o some
4150 acts phonetically to express sequence/ order. Thus to speak while ar.
©ne's words neatly in order, a refercnce o the presentation of an argu-
Segsest aking & literally as capped A 121 and aligned/ siacked (bamboo
)@ e

Wesonic: ARGUMENT OF NEATLY CAPPED AND ALIGNED WORDS.




image32.png
Abird advances.

to advance




image33.png
- SHIN, susumu/meru i ZENSHIN ‘advance
ADVANCE #1C SHINKA  evolution
11 strokes # % SHINGEN proposition

nt 3129 and bird # 216, giving move like a bird, i.c. forwards.

~ic: ADVANCE LIKE MOVING BIRD




image34.png
‘This is the shape of a cliff and
astone.

roEBOBTT,




image35.png
is SEKI, SHAKU, ishi {45 KASEKI fossil
STONE, ROCK N F KOISHI petblc
5 strokes i SEKIYU  peuvicam

A slightly modified elff /= (to 7~ ) and a boulder T . Usualy explained ss a boul-
der having rolled down a cliff but it is more likely a boulder hewn from a ciff-
face.

Maemonic: ROUND STONE AT BASE OF CLIFF





image36.png
| polish a stone (F), sitting
astool.

BolcEothelissT,

o polish




image37.png
m KEN, togu Wi # KENSHU training
HONE, REFINE # ¥ % TOGIKAWA swop
9 strokes. 9% # KENKYUSHA rescarcher

Formerly & . 7 is stone 45, FF is felt 10 represent two stakes of similar size, indi-
cating regularity and uniformity. Thus to make a stone uniform, ic. 1o hone and
by extension refine. Suggest remembering  as two forked sticks F 825

Maemonic: HONE STONE WITH TWO FORKED STICKS




image38.png
I have been doing research in
my house for ine () years.





image39.png
\ KYT, kiwameru BT KENKYD research

9\’ INVESTIGATE, EXTREME 73] KYOMEL  invesigation

7 strokes T TANKYU inquiry

2 849 aad nine 74, 12 q.v., here withis lieral meaning of bent elbow. Though
ctymology i somewhat disputed, many scholars fel that 253 originally referred to
the am into a hole in order to 'ferret” something out, thus indi i
leagihs.

ic: EXTREME INVESTIGATION OF NINE HOLES




image40.png
Totake (IR) the sun (B) is the.
= most dificult thing to do.

:qi TR ek,

zeTe.
utmost





image41.png
ST R # K SAIDAI big

MOST, -EST i SAIGO

12 strokes HEFTA SAISHINSHIKI

Tatest sy

Once written ], showing that B is not sun & 62 buta variant of warrior's helmet
1812 q.v., here symbolising attack (and to all intents and purposes a simplification of
tack @ 1812). Fa is take 301. Thus to attack and take, ic. seize by force.
meaning is now conveyed by scize . 1305, that adds hand § 32, although in Ch
484 itself still has the relaed minor meaning of gather. How exactly 484 came o
mast i no clear. Some scholars assume it to be a borrowed meaning, others see it 25
associated meaning from the idea of extreme force/behavior.  Suggest aking & as.

Mnemonic: TAKE MOST SUN WHEN IT'S AT ITS HIGHEST POINT




image42.png
~. I drink a lot of water and
Q \_  bcomesctue

N ~ - o =3
/ =t /5 Fercaamae Thcwy
I .

active




image43.png
>, JUN #JUNBL

> LEVEL, CONFORM, A SUDUN
QUASI- # % B JUNKESSHO
13 srokes

Formerly also ¥ , withice 378 replacing water & 40. - is a €O character
hawk, deriving from bird & 216 and cither alons or a branch + . § is used here
neticall to express level, and possibly also lends connotations of ettled from the

a hawk setled on a branch. Thus 709 meant water (settled?) at a level. Quasi-
‘conform both stem from the idea of more o lss ataining a level. Suggest taking
ten 3. See also 1376.

Mnemonic: TEN BIRDS ON WATER, ALL AT SAME LEVEL
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offer

We together (32) offer you help.

Aﬁ_, ﬁj: P




image45.png
™ BI, sonaeru/waru B4 SETSUBI
EQUIP, PREPARE 4 "' JUNBICHUin pr
12 strokes 18 % f1 ' SONAETSUKE
e

Somewhat obscure. { is person 39. % is felt by many scholars to derive from
quiver with arrows in it. Thus a person equipped with arrows, i.c. prepared
fight. Later forms such as {4L and 8] appear to show confusion with use 4/ &
215, presumably because of the similarity both graphically and semantically. Sugges:
ing # asuse jl,grass +* 9androof /= (variant /= 114).

Mnemonic: PERSON EQUIPPED WITH GRASS USES IT FOR ROOF
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They say () they wil

~

= LTI
: n (m).
=/ O Helirociotiss,

to investigate / tone




image2.png
EUNES CHO, shiraberu, totonoeru ¥ % CHOSEI  adjustment
= ADJUST, INVESTIGATE, 7 CHOSA  investigation
a TONE, TUNE 8 F CHOSHI tone, condition

15 strokes

prehensively (i talk all around a topic). From this it acquired meanings such as ex..
amine, adjust (one’s views), and overall situation (ieading to condition). Adjust-
ment and condition were also applied to music, giving tone and melody (cf. English tunc.
etymologically the same word as one).

\
Words/speak 274 and around B 504. The original meaning was discuss com-

Mnemonic: INVESTIGATE BY TALKING AROUND
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I think of a reason why people
growoid ()

L Snsekosr¥rsr,

to think / idea




image4.png
KO, kangaeru % % KOAN idea
CONSIDER # % SANKO reference
6 swrokes # % % KANGAEGOTO concem

e & Kinow 3#)is a rther awkward ideograph showing a bent figure A
Jemg hair ¥the same form as hair $/ £ 210), both of which were associated
Wi aze T/5 @03 )is twisting waterweed 281, emphasising the idea of
Thos an old man bent with age, a meaning sil found in Chinese. Some
el consder is  borrowed mening, othrs see it a stemming from the wisdom
with old age. Suggest remembering old man by association with earth £

/ sepresening something half-buried, i.c. ready for grave.

BENT OLD MAN CONSIDERS BURIAL IN EARTH




