LESSON 6 KANJI MEMORIZATION TECHNIQUES
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2 DEN, ta 6 [ DENEN ol disic
RICE FIELD % TAUE  rice laming
S stokes B & INAKA®  counnyside

A pictograph of a rice field [) crossed by ridges/paths +

Macmonic: RICE FIELD CROSSED BY PATHS
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N GEN, GON, koto, iu 7 & HATSUGEN sutement

~="= WORD, SAY, SPEAK % & MUGON silnce
o9 & 3 KOTOBA word

Femerly § and originally g . O is mouthisay 20. /3 is needle/sharp %
1432, Some scholars see the later as acting purely phonetically to cxpress heart/
5. 10 give oral expression of feelings, but this does not explain why the char-
forheart tself (147) was not used. Other scholas see sharp s lending an extcnded
casing of articulate, to give articulate use of the mouth. Still others sce needle a5
peescating teeth, which were considered necessary for good enunciation. The sccond
ey scems the most likely, with 3 possibly also having a secondary phonetic role of
cxpeessing feelings. Suggest taking the moder form & as three = 23 anda bit *.

\semonic: MOUTH SPEAKS THREE AND A BIT WORDS
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2 = SHI, SU, ko % ¥ DENSHI electron
CHILD + #t KODOMO child
3 strokes. BT YOSU ook, situation
Aninfant wrapped in swadling clthes waving s ams. .

Mnemonic: LONG-ARMED CHILD IN SWADDLING CLOTHES
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= KO, suku, konomwmashii 47 & KoL goodwill
LIKE, GOOD, FINE A SUKIm nice liked

6 strokes 4 9 - KODANSHI
handsome man

Popularly explained as the liking a woman 4 35 has for a child 25, symbolising
& fine and loving relatonship. However, some authoritatve Japanese scholars feel that
8ild 3 is used essentially phoneticaly 10 express beautiful, as well s probably lending
ossotations of that which one wishes to embrace and/or that towards which
sne feels tender, 10 give  meaning of beautiful woman (to whom one feels
fender?). Beautiful/ atractive then came (0 mean fine and good in & broader sense, with
ke being seen as an associated meaning. It s possible, however, that the evolution of the
meaning like was influcnced by the above popular interpretation of the elemeats as wom-
a2 liking child, which is a useful mnemonic.

Macmonic: WOMAN LIKES CHILD - WHAT A FINE THING
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4 SEN, moppara W [") SENMON  specialty
EXCLUSIVE, SOLE W SENYO  exclsiveuse
9 suskes B SENSEL  despotism

[Somewhat obscure. Formerly % and carlier 3, showing a hand & and a round
Imeighted device used in spinning § . The laer is taken by some scholars o have
seen argely used 1 a child’s toy. Hand . was laer eplaced by hand/ measure
1599 ¢v., which with s connotaions of careful use of the hands tends o conradict
i oy theory. However,adherens of the thery fel that  simply meant hand, nd that
o characier orginally referred 0 & child holding the toy. Since a child is generally re-
Jectant 10 release a oy it then came to symbolise keeping possession for oneself
ieading 0 th presnt mesnings. Other scholarsfelthat th characier orginally depicted s
Jand dedicatedly performing the task of spinning, with dedication leading t©
exclusive devation and hence by extcnsion the prescn meanings. The third and possi-
sy most likely theoryis that, not ualike a modern gyroscope, the spinning weight tended
ough it ineria o remaia fixed in place, symbolising unswerving devotion/ de

dication and hence the present mesnings. Suggest aking  as ten + 33 iclds ) 5.

Macmonic: EXCLUSIVE POSSESSION OF TEN MEASURED FIELDS
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m MON, kado EF SEMON  maingue
GATE, DOOR P4 MONBAN  doorman

8 strokes. P9t KADODE  deparare

From  pictograph o a double-doored gate

Maemonic: DOUBLE-DOORED GATE
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1247 KO, semeru % & KOGEKISHA aggressor
ATTACK W % SENKO specialy
7 srokes oA B SEMERU invade.

& is strike 101. T is carpenter's square 113, here acting phonetically to express
strike/ beat and possibly also lending connotations of an implement resembling a weap-

on. “Thus t0 strike and beat, leading to attack.

Mnemonic: ATTACK, STRIKING WITH CARPENTER'S SQUARE




image1.png
L

up/ 7 (01
cima/ arriba.

@

ika

3%

L0 HI75

ROEH ® 3 H BT

L#B e BB
SR e a3t

g

on,above,up/ 4/ sobr.cima
orise /&40 evantar/fevan
e/ 44,42 / venda  venas
orise/ £34 subie subin

Skillful / ok, @ / hébil / hét




image2.png
Bu FTo L shita ‘below, down / che / baixo / abajo, d
HF@ (oLt kutsushita  sock / % / meias / medias, calcetin
I FHBO  ENB s ogdowndelic/descen imin

BoOFENE Eo TR0 mate kudasi PR35 W01 (161 20412/ por

Tespre orfvor

down o 11/ o

baixoabajo FEAG  ARES bem® sl Ane ol nhiil
BFa  25m ok ballway, comidor/ 55 comsdor

DFHTED B Fs ek s et omeme bose s




image3.png
mo,moto, (£ TEIKA decrease.

Kudasarur, sagariyoriru WL GESHA  alighing
BASE, UNDER, LOWER  JI| F KAWASHIMO
3 stokes downsteam

Symbol indicating an area below a given lne. Originally = , with a verticalline added lat-
e for emphasis. The downwards it of the short third stroke s also believed to be for em-
phasi

Macmonic: T-BAR WITH DROOPY LOWER HANDLE




image4.png
rALZ fanbo rice fiekd =/ amora campo de
RFLAA yamada san MrMs Yamada s/ Sc/Sr

AAAEA tanakasan Mo Tumaka e /St

niyside, one’s home own 41

WERT e al e /e

rice ek /= (1)~
pmedey




