LESSON 7 KANJI MEMORIZATION TECHNIQUES
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HAN, nakaba 4 HANBUN haif
HALF, MIDDLE 5 HANTO peninsula
S strokes. 4 HANTOSHI  halfyear

2. andculicr §. /i plt 66, whie 4 is  variant of cow # 97 195
refred o buthering cow by sliting i bl . down the migdle, Now
s sese

HALF A HORNLESS COW, SPLIT DOWN MIDDLE
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18 sokes L SHICHIYD daysof week

515) YO B YOBL  dayof week
B’E DAY OF WEEK KB RAYD  Tuesy

2. 7115 wings 812. L is bird, from a pictograph &. % is  CO character
bird's plumage,and in combinaion with 8 means dazaling (ic. plumage
). This i il 216s meaning in Chines. I Japancse i can vry occasionlly

. but as generally hd it elements renterpricd a5 sun winging ke a
g the passing of a day.

- SUN WINGS ITS WAY LIKE A BIRD, AND SO DAY PASSES
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16 GETSU, GATSU, tsuki % JJ KONGETSU  this month
MOON, MONTH A B B GETSUYGBI  Monday
4 strokes. J3 5L TSUKIMI moon viewing
From a pictograph of a crescent moon with pitted surface gradualy tlied on its axs in
the course of sylisation () ©© A 1o 7 ). Popularly interpreed as a crescent moon
behind wispy clouds, but this appears incorrect. See also 44,

Mnemonic:

ITTED CRESCENT MOON SHINING DOWN
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s Ka,hi KR KAYOB  Toeuty
N FIRE Kill KAZAN  volano
4 strokes. Kk 7E HIBANA spark

of pictograph of fire with flames and sparks Y. As a radical often

Mnemonic: FLAMES OF FIRE
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40 > SUL miz B B SUIYOBI  Wednesday
WATER & % suiso hydrogen
4 strokes KA omizu flood

From a pictograph of a river ., the central stroke showing current and the dors ripples.
Since ancient times blurred with river )1 48. As a radical, usually found as 7, bestre-
membered s falling droplets. Suggest sking 7 < as narrow banks.

Mnemonic: WATER SQUEEZES BETWEEN BANKS
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& BOKU, MOKU, ki, ko- 7# i [ MOKUYOBI Thursday
TREE, WOOD KB KME grin,texture
4sukes A D KODACH grove

Ficiograph of a tree with sweeping branches K. Often indicates wood(en).

Mecmonic: TREE WITH SWEEPING BRANCHES
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it KIN, KON, kane, kana- & % H KINYOBI Friday
GOLDMONEYMETAL &  KONIKI  gold color
Bsmkes % # KANEMOCHI
ich person
Once writcn 4. The four dots :: , now reduced  wo, represent nuggets burid n the
ground . 60, There s a rnge of apinion regarding /A . Some scholars ake it 0
sbow & mound O, othersan clement indicating covering (se §7), which also lent it
sound to express shine. The lattr theory seems more likely.

| .

WO GOLD NUGGETS UNDER COVER OF EARTH
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) DO, TO, tsuchi LB B DOYOBI  Sarday
EARTH, SOIL, GROUND -+ 4 TOCHI land
3 swokes. & L 1» TSUCHIKUSAI cloddish

|From a pictograph of a clod of earth on the ground =2. The popular theory that it shows
|2 plant + growing n te cath — is incore bt a scful macmonie,

[Moemonic: PLANT GROWS IN EARTH
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= ZEN, mae W1 % ZENSHA  the former

;—B‘J BEFORE, FRONT | KUZEN  unprecedented

9 suokes B 4412 MAEBARAL prepayment

rly B and eartier 5. §/41 is swordicut 181. /& is a now defunct char-
‘meaniog advance, comprising foot 12129 (sow ), here meaning g0, and boat 4
1354, whichfrom is connotatons o hollowed out (wood) ws occasionaly used,
er, 10 efer 10 primiive ype of clog, Thus - meant lirally put on one’s shoes
£0. thus coming o mean g0 ahead/ advance. In combination with cut it ent its
10 express trim arrange and also lent an idea of progress, to mean make
th a cutting tool. However, eventually £ reverted to the
seasing of . ie. advance and by exicnsion front before. The idea of wimming with
« cuing 00l is now conveyed by an NGU character prune ], that dds an exirs cut 3
581, (Note also that ading hand 32 gives the NGU characteramange 7§} Suggestsk-
=5 A 33 meat 365, with >+ as horns.

Msemonic: BEFORE CUTTING MEAT CUT HORNS
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m GO, KO, ushiro, ato, Lk 160 after
% KOHAN  sccond half
D, AFTER, DELAY  # 3 ATOATI afierasie

9 suokes

Sead/movement 4 118 q.v.,inverted foot 4. 438, and 4., & CO character meaning
sl 4nd 10 allintents and purposes a short version of thread # 27. 4 normally com-
wecs with uninvericd foot & 1o give normal progress/mavement (see 129), but here,
= combination with invsried foot, indicates abnormal progress. & acts phoncticaly to
%5755 g0 but also lends its meaning of litle. Thus to make (abnormally) litle
eogress,indicaiing delay and by cxtension coming after/behind. Suggest aking 2.
< sitting crosslegged.

tocmonic: SIT CROSSLEGGED ON THREADING ROAD, FALL BEHIND
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™ Go %11 GOZEN  am., moming
NOON. % 1 GOGO  pm. aftemoon
4 strokes IE 4 SHOGO noon

[E= = picograph of a pestle . It was bomrowed to expres the central zodiac/
sy sign, .. the middle part o the day, partly because a pese was asociated
e kg he cener of a morar. Pt sl i nov epresenied by an NGU eharacter
faiing wood K69, #. Disinguishcow 197,

Ssesmonic: NOON STRIKES, KNOCKING TOP BIT OFF COW
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57 KAL E, au #At KASHA  company
MEET AR ESHAKU  grecting
6 strokes [ & KOKKAI the Diet.

Formerly  ,and in ancient times % . ' s a pot for steaming rice, and A i s lid,
Fesing the ld on the pot came to mean put together i general, and eventually became the
sssansiive come together/ meet. The simplifcaton using speak % 78 may possibly
s from confsion with put together & 121 (ierally mou/say and ld, compounded
B confusion of the lower part ofthe pot @ with an old NGU character meaning say, £
e 685) . However, an intermediate form 9 suggests it may result merely from 3 graph-
& simplification. Suggest taking % as two = 61 noses u 134, with A 238 roof,

Macmonic: TWO NOSES MEET UNDER ROOF
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B KYU, yasumu # B KYUIITSU holiday
REST K W KYUSEN uce

6 sokes B 15 5 NATSUYASUMI
‘summer vacation

£ isperson 39 and K istree 69. K is used pardy phoneically to express stoplstay.
asd panly semantically as tree, ic. a shady place where people stop o rest. Now

eans stop or rest in general,

Moemonic: PERSON RESTS AGAINST TREE
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CHO, asa @ % CHOSHOKU breakfast
MORNING, COURT 4 H ASAHI  moming sun
12 strokes 413 CHOTEI  imperial court

0, and carir s §1,showing that . s not moon 16 but a dervative ofriver

<5 § /% shows the sun @ 62 rising through planis + 9, lending a meaning of

o give rising river. Thisis sill found in tide 44 941, which adds water  40. In

s of 175 the rising sun clement came o prevailints own igh,leading to morning.

s et o derive from figurative association with the idea of source of light, Sug-
sking 7 s moon.

Mscmonic: MORNING SUN RISES ON PLANTS, DISPLACING MOON
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CHT, hiru 5 f& CHUSHOKU lunch
NOON, DAYTIME AR ATHE CHUKGSEL  diumal
9 strokes M HRUMA  daytime

et &, and casias A, Very similar 1o carly fom of picture g 85qv.
st carter as ), except field B 59 i replaced by sun/day 8 62. £ /7R sillacts
‘mdicate section ofl/ partition, and also lends its sound to express bright. Thus the
section of the day, ic. daytime or noon. Suggest
aion R a5 measure in feet R 854, of which it may i fact be

ic: MEASURE IN FEET NOON SUN OVER HORIZON
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961 I BANSAEGIE e T
LATE B . BANKA  late summer

;% KONBAN  this evening

@ is sun/ day 62, here in an extended sense of light. £ is escape 1849 quv., bere
—eing phonetically 1o express obscure(d) and also lending connotations of striving.
with difficulty to do something (from its literal meaning of a woman striving 10 give
birth). Thus striving with difficulty (to see) when the sun/ light is obscure, a
reference o evening. Late is an associated meaning.

Mnemonic: SUN ESCAPES EVERY EVENING
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206 MAL -goto 5 H MAINICHI aaily
EACH, EVERY 18 i MAIDO each time.

& o e
Formerly & . Usually interpreted as every person F /4 39 has a mother & 203,
‘which is 8 useful mnemonic. However, old forms such as §, show that the upper part i
B e e e

Some scholas ecl it was borrowed, thers that the idea o fele growth led 0 reproduc-
tion and hence repetition! cycle, with every being an associated idea.

Mnemonic: EVERY PERSON HAS A MOTHER
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18 KEN, miruserueru 5 L HAKKEN discovery
LOOK, SEE, SHOW R4 KENBUTSU. sightsceing
7 strokes R MIMONO spectace

Eye B 72and bent legs /L, the later deriving from a pictograph of a person kneel-
ing \-39 (1 stare at something),

Mnemonic: BENDING DOWN TO LOOK CLOSELY WITH SEEING EYE
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- & W ORENSHD  pracice
43°Y Leary, TRAN HF SHUL  penmanship
1 swokes R MINARAL  spprenice
Somewhat obscure. Once writien ), and originally 33 . The upper part i wings 33
812. The meaning of th lowerpartisuocesr,bot i is known o have acted phosetica-
i 0 express repea, iving repeated (Tapping of the) wings This was a efeence
10 Nedgling learning 0y Some schoars ke &/ 1o be & simplification of self
8134 G, usd 10 symbolis proper being and thus giving a idea o the fedging
g t0 become  prope (.. maure) bird. However,the carle form © docs 1t
suppor tis view. 1 may be mouth @ 20 (st s3y 688 ora vaiant of i), s
suggestng a fedgling eaming 1 become a bird through sing e wins and mouth S
s aking 6 a5 whie 65, which may even have ben used delbrately st e poist
it has connotations of nnocence, yout, and amateurishness (c. siroo, thoogh.
echnicaly his uss  iferenschrace fo i),

Macmoric: WHITE WINGS LEARNING TO FLY
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a o RE KOSH oot e
SCHOOL, CHECK £ KOK_ " ngh ho
AR st 1 1 KOCHO schoot prncip

s trec/wood 6. 2 is crossed legs 115. 21 criginally meant wooden shackles
. wooden tem 10 encumber the legs).  However, owing o the similaity in bot
ining and depiction 1o crossed sticks X in Character 10 q.v., reinforced by
ssilrity in pronunciation at the time, it took oa the latir's mesnings of collate/match
late. In fact, at one stage the two characters scem 1o have been vinually
hangeabe. Eveatally 10 came 1o mean learning whil 21 became checking an
place of learning. Suggest sking 7% assix76and X asa cross.

Mscmonic: CHECK SIX WOODEN CROSSES FOR SCHOOL
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135 n, toki 8 X JIDAL era, period
TIME, HOUR =8 Nl two oiclock
10 swokes 85 85 TOKIDOKI  sometimes

Sumprisingly obscure. Originally writen &, showing stop ¥/, 129 and sun /day 8
62, and possibly having a mesning such a5 end of the day and thus symbolising the
passage of time. However, ata very carly stage slop k. appears 10 have become con-
fused with growing plant /% 42 qv.,giving %, which possibly meant emergence
of the sun. At laer sage & was replaced by temple % 133 qv.,used phonedically
10 cxpress move and probably also lending connotatons of regularity. Thus regular
movement of the sun, ic. time. Hour s an associated meaning.

Maemonic: TELL TIME BY SUN ON TEMPLE
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199 BUN,FUN,BU,wakaru/keru % F- BUNSHI  molecule

DIVIDE, MINUTE, — % IPPUN  one minue
UNDERSTAND — %5 ICHBU  omctenth
‘ A sokes

N 66 and sword/cut 7) 151, giving cut and split, and hence divide. This has
ied 0 numerous extended meanings, such as fraction, minute (now of i, but origi-
nally meaning smal porion, in similar fashion to the English tem), and understand (i
something whichis abe 1o be dividedbroken dowr).

Mrcrrenie INDERSTAND ONE DIVIDES BY SPLITTING WITH SWORD




