LESSON 8 KANJI MEMORIZATION TECHNIQUES
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s02 SHAKU, kariru i & SHAKKIN
i BORROW, RENT i % SHAKUYA rented
B 10 strokes fif b E KARINUSHI
4 is person 39. % is past 1481 q.., here acting phoneticall 10 express
probably also lending an idea of duplicate from it original meaning of successics
Gays. 02 originaly meant imitate a person, the idea of deception tllbeing found i=
minor Chinese meaning of make a pretext of. From this it came o mean not the
thing, which by association came to mean something not really one's own, i.c.
thing borrowed or rented.

Mnemonic: PERSON WHO HAS BORROWED IN THE PAST
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96 =D KL kaerw 1L KIKA  nawnalisation
) RETURN #8 % KISEI  homecoming
10 strokes ## b il KAERIMICHI way back

Formerly 3. § is an NGU character meaning broom (from a hand - holding a broom
), and by extension meant (house-)wife (sec also 779). § is a variant of follow iff
350. Thus wife following. In ancient China it was the custom for a groom to spend
some time at his new bride’s home, before returning t his own home with his wife fol-
lowing. Suggest taking simplified 1) as sword 181,

Mnemonic: RETURN WITH WIFE CARRYING BROOM AND SWORD
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83 KA, KE, i¢, ya NOKA N
HOUSE, SPECIALIST i % BUKE  wamior family
10 strokes { % SAKKA writer

Roolfbuilding < 28 and pig & 1670. Long belicved o efer 0 supposed ancient pac-
tioeof keeping pigs in house. However, many scholars now take 3 10 be uscd phoneti-
ety to exprees Ilsurelrelax, giving building for relaxing. The pig may also have
e, associated with not working. a5 opposed 10 8 working animal such as a horse.
Tronicall, 83 has now also come to mean (house of) & specialist.

HOUSE LOOKING LIKE PIG-STY
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» RAKU, GAKU, A% KRAKU  comlon
ancshilshinu H LA TANOSHMI  pleasue
PLEASURE, MUSIC %% GAKKI
13 swokes usiclinstument

i 10 be one of the easest characers 1 explain but i fact one o the most if-
e commmmon explanation tht it derives from a pictograph of a tasseled drum-like
fmstrument on a stand, with music coming to mean pleasure, is incorrct,
ssefil mnemonic. The carlier form 42 shows threads % 111, white & 65
reeiwood . 69, while the carlies form S shows only threads and tree. It
sefered 103 ype of 0ak, whose leaves were caten by silk worms (symbolised
%) The role of the later addition @8 is not clear. No phonetic use has been
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idenified. O the other hand, neitheris early meaning of thumb nail no s ater mean-

85 of undred or white scem obviously relevant, unless white reinforced the idea of
il Itis also possibl tht thumb lent an des of principal (s in 1694), to mean principal
type from among a variety of oaks. However, it scems more lkely that there xisted  sc-
ond prototype for white,the picograph of an acorn. I any event, the original meaning of
218 was oak tree, now conveyed by an NGU character 4§ tht adds anextr ree. How
it came 10 mean pleasure and music s not clear s complexity suggests it was not
merely borrowed for its sound. 1t may possibly have symbolised the joy of a silk worm
breder upon finding such a type of osk, with music being an asociated meaning of oy, or
its shape may indeed have suggested a musical insirument, with lessure being th associat-
ed meaning,

Mnemonic: TASSELED DRUM ON STAND MAKES PLEASING MUSIC
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JC% GENKI  good health

GEN, GAN, moto
ORIGIN, SOURCE JC ¥ GANRAI originally

m s A D MOTODDRI  asbefoe

Once writien R, showing a person A 39 with the head exaggerated. As in English, the

106 -

An extra top

head symbolised upper part or prime part, and by extension ori
stroke was added later for emphasis. Suggest taking = a5 two 61.

Maemonic: TWO PERSONS OF SAME ORIGIN
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58 TEN, ama- F fl TENSHI angel
HEAVEN, SKY X i TENNO emperor

4 sokes #F b AMAKUDARI
descent from heaven

Originaly written R ,showing person . 53 with an exaggerated head symbolising
uppermast/ upper part. By association it came to mean that up above.

Mnemonic: PERSON'S HEAD IS CLOSEST PART TO HEAVEN
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3 U, ame, ama- mHE Uk riny season
N RAIN K OAME heavy in
8 surokes % AMAGUMO  rain cloud

Ascient form A or 7. Raindrops - falling from clouds T bencath  symbol of
e heavens —. Some scholars feel that <7 alone is cloud, and that | is 2 symbol of
fa

Maemonic: RAIN FROM HEAVENLY CLOUDS
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SHI, hajimerumara B HSHID  thoughow
BEGIN, FIRST 48 8 SHIDOKI saner

Bsuokes 486 5 SHIHAIMERU
sunodo

obscure. Once written %4 and carleras 2. The laer forms cearly show
‘enesell & 166 q.v. The carly form sppears o use justselfnose &/ & 134
e mouth/say clement 0 20. - is woman 35. /% s known o have
shoneically o express start, giving start of females and by extension first-born
Opinion differs, however,over s semanti role. Some scholas ake 2 //x
o 419 q., used i ts meaning of startng point and thus reinforcing the pho-
start, and take & 1o be a miscopying. However, it scems questionsble whether
i acquied this mesning atthe im of the form 43. Otber scholars ake. 310 be
54, with an associated meaning of frstperson, and ake & o be a latr deliberte
166 i it meaning of announce oneself, sinc th frs: bor daughter would have.
on behlf of ll the daughters of a family. In any eveat,from beginning of fe-
Jine 288 came o mean fist and beginning in a broad serse. Suggest aking &
=odem mesning o platform.

 FIRST WOMAN BEGINS TO MOUNT PLATFORM
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KNOW. 04 CHISEL intellect

169 cHl, shiru 418 CHISHIKI  knowledge
8 suokes D&\ SHIRIAL  acquainince

Mouth/say 1 20 and arrow i 981, to give a meaning of speak with speed of ar-
Fow , thus indicating thorough knowledge. Suggest tking 17 as 2 hole.

Mnemonic: KNOW ARROW HOLE
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T, sumu £ Pl JUSHO address.
RESIDE, LIVE % JUTAKU  dweling
7 smokes 5 F SUMITE  occupant

person 39,  is master 299 q.v., here used for s lteral meaning of il lamp i
of house. Thus where a person is master of the lamp, ic. the house
e lives.

WHERE PERSON LIVES IS WHERE HE IS MASTER
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e CMRcy BT tokuni especially/ %4/ cspecialmente
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J1, motsu 158 SAN bringing.
HOLDHAVEMAINTAIN #5 % MOCHINUSHI  owner
9 strokes 275 & NAGAMOCHI  durability

'« %and 32. % is temple 133 q.v., here acting phonetically to express use and also
s carly meaning of use of the hands. Thus o use the hands. Though some-
wague, this appears to have originally meant to hold something up, leading to the.
‘eanings of support/ maintain and hold/ have. Hold is also found in the ex-
sease of hold out . last endure.

HOLD HANDS AT TEMPLE
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SHO, ko, o-, chiisai A A SHOJINKOBITO dwart

SMALL 4 Koush aalf
2 N e Il OGAWA  brook, sream
Commonly but erroncously explained as a person standing with their arms a thelr
$ide, e looking smal. The ero s no doubtatribuable tothe pictographic orign of
fae opposii big K. 53 qy. ey a person with arms outsteched) | s cally a
lised represcniation of three small points, a i clar from the older version 1 s

Some scholarsfelthe engthering ofthe middle sroke serves 0 express the concep of
one large item being divided into two small ones,

Mnemonic: A STROKE DIVIDED INTO TWO SMALL ONES
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KYO, KO, saru ZF KYONEN  lastyear
GO, LEAVE, PAST A % KAKO e past
S suokes VL6 % % TACHISARU  depan

4. showing a double-1id on a rice container. The double-lid indicated
‘ecicating in tum the importance of rie. Though a idded contsiner mightlogical-
1o suggest fullness, as indeed it does i the case of oy % 1142.q..,in the

(258 it scems that since the rice was looked upon as vital rations ts ate of con-
s of paramount importance. Consumption led to used up and gone, with

a figurative extension. Suggest taking /a as nose 134 and % as ground 60.

< NOSE TO GROUND SUGGESTS ONE'S GONE TOO FAR
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KI, GO “£J8 GAKKI  school te
PERIOD, EXPECT W KITAL expecat
12 strokes. B SAIGO L

wccen % . Sunday @ 62 has now becn rcplaced by moon /month R
ing time. i n NGU characir borrowed to express that, but it deri
= cograph of 8 winnowing device X . Like the harvest el (scc 64) winn
"o Symbolse 2 cyle of tme. Thi led 1o the idea of regular and predicta

eemething one can expect.
vpECT PERIOD OF MONTHS BETWEEN WINNOWINGS




image33.png
S e S d H4TIKKO  camying out
(BEAR) FRUIT, TRUTH, %% JUITSU ot
REALITY HAD MIR crop.gains
Sswokes

Formerly ¢ and originally (3). @ is field full of ripe crops 504, with shell/

money 90 emphasising the value o the crop. > is building 28. 296 orginaly rc-
ferred 10 8 house made prosperous through barmper crops. The idea of house has now dis-
appeared, leaving such meanings as crop, fullness, substance, ripen, and by exten
sion bear fruit and reality. Unusually, the semi-abstract idea of bumper crop was also
extended 10 the physical crop, giving fruit, nut, etc. The use of threaded money ¥
1102 s  longstanding miscopying. though i stl gives a meaning of prosperous house.
Suggestuaking A asa bigman K 53 with six arms.

Muemonic: IN REALITY, A BIG SIX-ARMED MAN IS IN THE HOUSE!
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6 GAN, negax #BU# SHIGANSHA app)
REQUEST, WISH BUTH) GANBOTEKI  w
19 strokes Bl NEGAIGOTO
N
G ishead 93. 3. is spring/origin 107, here acting phonetically to express big.
big head. It s not clear why such a complex character was chosen for the phonetic
scholars fecl that a big head was scen as a source of intellectual abilty, and
originlly meant thercfore big ideas (from a big head). This may serve (0 explaia
itlatercame o mean wish. Others see wish s a pure borrowing.

Muemonic: WISH SPRINGS FROM HEAD NOT HEART
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34 SHUTSU, deru, dasu i 5 SHUPPATSU  departure
EMERGE, PUT OUT 1~ [ OMOIDE ‘memory
5 strokes 51 % i L HIKIDASHI  drawer

Once writen WLy, with foot i 129.q.v. nd L. Some scholars take \J toindicate
cover, .. shoe, o symbolise going out, while others take it o be 4 line of contain-
ment, beyond which the foot has emerged. Another theory sces the characer a derived
from a pictograph of an emerging plant S (sce 42), but this s not widely suppored.
Suggest taking it 35 two mountain 4 24

Mnemonic: MOUNTAIN EMERGING ATOP ANOTHER
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SHI, tsukau {0 SHIYO use
USE, SERVANT K TAISHI  ambassador
8 strokes /N KOZUKAL — servant

AX_. 4 isperson39. ¥ is the carly form of thing 3 293 qu., here
eriginal meaning of work. Thus 287 originally meant working person. In time
‘scquired a causative meaning, i.. 1o make a person work, and employ/use
became extended to inanimate objects also. See also official & 1894, and
mking & asthis.

- OFFICIAL PERSON USES SERVANT




