LESSON 9 KANJI MEMORIZATION TECHNIQUES
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n FBSP IN #1 5% BYGIN hospital
INSTITUTE % B N temple
mp)

10 strokes & BE GuN the House.

P s from a pictograph of a terraced siope &, and ofien means hll, mound, or em-
bankment (as here). Itis the forerunner of the NGU character hill §. %, is complete
440 q.v., which originally meant building with surrounding fencelswall and s such
is the prototype of 229. The addition of embankment  suggests an importan building

with solid surrounding wall. It can still mean large building, but generally indicates an
institute or similar. Suggest remembering P inits commonest sense of hill

Mnemonic: INSTITUTE COMPLETE WITH SURROUNDING HILLS.
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NYU, hairu, irerwru % A YUNYU
ENTER, PUT IN
2 srokes

import
A D 0 IRIGUCHI  enrance
A L% IREMONO  continer
Popularly5aid 1 show  person bending down A. to enter a primitive dwelling. How-
ever,old forms such as_ A, /A and /Y show it © be the entrance tclf.

Macmonic: ENTER THROUGH INVERTED V OPENING
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148 p  SHIN,atarashii,araa % % SHINNEN  New Year
NEW W7 dh SHINPIN  new anticle.
13 suokes 5 A SHININ  newcomer

Oriinally g, showing ax 4@/ 1176 and needieisharp /3 1432. Thus sharp ax.
Atan carly stage the barbs of the needle became merged or confused with tree A 69 and
is branches, giving g and a meaning of chop down a tree. The idea of cuting wood
s retained in firewood #1445, that adds plant 4 9. (Note also that g exists as a CO
charctermearing thor-re, but docs ot actinthat capacity here.) How exatly 148 came
10 mesn ew is not clear. Some scholarsfel it was borowed phoneticlly, bt s com-
pleity sugsess thenwise. More lkely, the idea ofchopping down rees was asociated
‘with buildin, e, new constrction, o lse newly cut wood requiing seasoning. Sug-
gestaking 2 0 stand 73,

Mnemonic: STAND OF TREES NEWLY CUT DOWN BY SHARP AX
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109 KO, furui P& FUKKO restoration

oLp % # % KOKOGAKU archeology
5 strokes # # FURUHON
‘secondhand book

‘Somewhat obscure. Commonly explained as mouth/say @ 20 and ten -+ 3, with the
Jatter meaning many, o give something told many times snd thercfore old. A useful
mnemonic, but shown to be ncorret by old forms such as &. Some scholars take this 1o
fndicate  skull-like mask (sometimes an actual skull) worn at fesivals honoring ances-
tor-gods. Since the ancestor-gods were people of old, the mask itself came o symbolise:
antiquity and hence old.

Mnemonic: AN OLD STORY, TOLD AT LEAST TEN TIMES
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al o T TAKANE  bighrice

& From a pictograph of a tall watchtower 4. Sum derives from the idea of
.

TALL WATCHTOWER
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RESTFUL, EASE, CHEAP % (> ANSHIN elief

6 strokes. % ) YASUMONO cheap item
Woman 4 35 q.v. and building/home 77 28. Usually explained as a woman at
home represcnting the idea of peaceful normality. However, old forms such as /8
reveal that 4 does not derive from the normal kneeling woman 2 , but a woman silting
ona thin,flattem 7. I refered 10 3 woman using a napkin daring menstruation. At
such times a woman was lef alone 1o rest quietly in a comer of the house, and did no
Wwork. That s, she was at her ease. Cheap is an associated mesning, related 0 the idea
of iving no cause for concern.

Mnemoni

: WOMAN AT HOME, RESTING AT EASE
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Movement 3 129.and ax fr 1176, here used phonetically to express short and proba-
18y also lending an idea of chop/make small. Thus short movement, indicating near.

Maemonic: DISTANCE TO MOVE CHOPPED, MAKING IT NEAR
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92 KAN, KEN, aida, ma 8§ [ JIKAN  hour, time
SPACE, GAP A [f) NINGEN  human being

B dume 15 \» MACHIGAI  misike
Doorlgate #4211 with sun(lght) 8 62 showing through,indicating a gap or space.

In olden times moon R 16 could be used instead of sun with no change of meaning.

Muemonic: GATE WITH SPACE TO LET SUN SHINE THROUGH
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YA, yo, yoru A f HONYA tonight
NIGHT %51} YOAKE dawn
8 strokes % #§i YORUGAO moonflower

Onee written 7. P is the old form of moon A 16 (ancient forms show moon/
evening § 44). 7 is a variant of 7, the old form of the NGU character again A<
(literally both sides 1+ of a person K. 53). K is used phonetically to express clear, but
fis semantic role is not known. Thus when the moon is clear, ic. night. Suggest
laking A as person 39, & asa top hat,and & simply as a variant of moon.

Mnemonic: AT NIGHT, PERSON PUTS ON TOP HAT TO VIEW MOON
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50 S0, hayai £ SOKYU immediately
EARLY, PROMPT, FAST i [1 HAYAKUCHI rapidspeech
6 strokes FTE IC HAYAIINI  early death

Sun 8 62and cutting/opening -+ (see 30, o give a mearing of the sun breaking
through (the darkness). The popularthory tht + represcnts  plan, 0 give a meaning
of the sun just rising through the plants, is incorrect. Fast is an associated meaning
with carly. Suggestaking -+ as ten 33.

Mnemonic: SUN SHOWS TEN BUT IT'S STILL EARLY
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141 SHUN, haru # # SEISHUN ‘youth
SPRING J 4 BAISHUN  prosiution
9 srokes # # HARUGL ~spring clothes
Originally %‘ showing the vigorous growth of a mulberry plant ¥ (see 1518) in
e sunshine @ 62. Vigorous growth symbolises spring. Suggesttaking % as three
=23 people A3

Mnemonic: THREE PEOPLE ENJOY SPRING

SUN
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- SHU, aki %K BANSHU  late autumn
AUTUMN 4} SHUBUNautumn equinox
9 stokes B AKIZORA  autumn sky

.um & 81 and fire X 8. Some scholars feel X. s used purcly phonetically to
s gather, thus eeming 10 he st brvest. Howevr, it may s end .,
i o dry (afer the heat of summer) or refer ierally to the autumn crop-fires caused
S e Fochn Wind.

Mecmonic: RICE PLANTS CAN GET BURNED IN AUTUMN
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1906 D RYO, suzumulshii B 5K RYOMI ‘coolness

= CoOL %4 SUZUMIDAL  bench
e HEm s

7 is water 40. ¥, is capital 99, here acting phonetically to express ool but of unclear
semantic role. Thus cool water, now cool rather of ambien temperature.

Mnemonic: WATER IN CAPITAL IS COOL
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HEN, kaeruwaru % HENSEl metmorphosis
CHANGE, STRANGE X% TAIEN very
9 saokes b b % KAWARIMONO eccentric

that & is not stop and start % 438 but  variantof striking
01. #1% isa €O character meaning tied together (hreads 4 27
werds & 274), and acs phoncicaly to xpres reverse as wella lend-
complicated. Thus to coerce someone into reversing something
s became cause to change in a wider sense, and eventually the causa-
= eave just change. Suggest aking 31 a5 a‘sortof variantof red &

& & assitting crosslegged

_LMANGE TO A SORT OF RED AS ONE SITS CROSSLEGGED
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71 MEL MYO, na » 4 YUMEL S
NAME, FAME %4 A MEUIN expert
6 strokes % B NAMAE name

Mouth/say 01 20 and evening # 44. The latter also lends its sound to express call

Thatis, in the dim light of evening it was necessary o idenify people verbaly, callng thei
names.

Mrermonic: MOUTH CALLS NAME AT NIGHT
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s SHI, JI, tsukaeru & % SHiGoTo work
SERVE, WORK, DO 475 SHIKATA  way, mesns
S strokes H 4 5 SHIKUMI  amangemest
Person { 39 and samurai = 494. A samurai was a person who served his master
Do and work are associated meanings.

Mnemonic: SAMURAI IS PERSON WHO WORKS AND SERVES
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J1, ZU, koto B DAV imporunce
‘THING, MATTER, ACT % KOZU ‘curiosity
Sswokes #%H DEKIGOTO  event

¥, and cateras £ is a hand, but the precise meaing of ¥ is un-
% appears to show a flag on a pole ¥(see 333), with some scholars taking 3 to
support for the flagpole (see 55) and others taking it to be a placard or sign-
2y cvnt it seens kel tht 293 orginaly showed a hand ollingsof some
‘entification, taken to indicate a guild or similar engaged in a particular type of
‘e walike the distinctive pole once seen outside a barber's shop in the West). Cer-
% carly meaning was work and by extension worker/servant, and in Chinese it
servant as a reasonably major meaning. I s also the prototype of servant (2.
{and see also official & 1894). Its present meanings are all felt to be extensions
‘Suggest taking the modem form as a mix of ten + 33, box 0, and hand 3-.

HANDLING TEN BOXES IS NO SMALL THING
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BEN, BIN, tayori (£ 7| BENRIna  convenient
CONVENIENCE, £ % BENIO wilet
SERVICE, MAIL #(E YUBIN mail
9 strokes

39. #_ is change 1248, here acting phonctically o express servant
n idea of bring about a result. 582 originally meant efficient ser-
10 mean service and hence convenience. As with the English term
has cuphemistic associations with bodily waste. Mail i an associated
servant

ANGE OF MAIL MAN LEADS TO CONVENIENT SERVICE
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F 25 RIEKT profit, gain

RI, kiku
PROFIT,GAIN,EFFECT  F1 /il RIYO uilisation
7 stokes. A % B KIKIME efficacy

& 81 and sword/cut | 181, The idea of reaping the harvest led to
o the one hand, and on the other o the idea of cutting the plants with the
s most effective 100l possibl (presumably 10 maximise gai).

EFFECTIVE SHARP TOOL CUTS RICE FOR PROFIT
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I = = 4
381 BYO, HEL yamu, yamai i 4 BYOKI illess
ILLNESS 1A BYONN  sickpers

g e i e

4 is an clement indicating sickness. It was once written 3}, showing bed H 1385,
and person A 39 and indicating someone 'laid up'. & is third rate 1773 qv.

here acting phonetically o express increase, giving illness that increases (in severi
ty). There is some disagreement s to the semantic role of 7 . Its original meaning wss
big altar, leading some scholars to assume that it lends an idea of big, giving major il
ess. Others take it to suggest rigidity and immobility, since the altar was sturdy 258

rigid, giving crippling illness. Sl others take it to symbolise about to die, from th.

idea of sacrifice associated with the altar, giving fatal liness. In any even, 381 originally
meant serious illness, but is now used of iliness in general. Suggest taking 7 in

modern sense of third rate.

‘Mnemonic: THIRD RATE HEALTH LEADS TO ILLNESS
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