NAKAMA 11 KANJI MEMORIZATION TECHNIQUES
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“Rain ()?7" “No, touch it its
snow.”
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5 *, SETSU, yuki BE KGSETSU  snowfall
VE sSNow K4 OYUKI heavy snow
1 strokes ¥ 9 1. JOSETSUSHA snowplow

Also  , and carlier & . % is rain 3, here meaning that which falls from the heay.
ens. 3 is hand, while 34 is a broom doubled for emphasis and symbolising clearing
away. (§ exists s an NGU character now meaning comet,from the idea of a sweeping
tail, but in Chinese still means broomysweep.) Being able to clear away that which has
fallen from the heavens indicates tha it has some substance t0 i, .. snow.

Mnemonic: RAIN THAT HAND SWEEPS AWAY IS SNOW.
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198 FU kaze B #3 FUSEN ‘balloon
WIND, STYLE 4R KAMIKAZE divine wind
9 strokes 0B WAFU  Japanese style

Somewhat obscure. Feltto be asimpler formof ¥, an NGU character mearing phocnix.
This comprises bird &, 174 and F\, a variant of common L 1827. The latier is thought
1o be used phonctically o express big,but may also be used n a sense of common since
the phoenix was a very common moif, The phoenix was beleved by theanciens o ide
the wind and hence came to symbolise . Wind itself represenied absract concepts such
as invisible force and spiri, with manner and style being extended meanings from
spirit. Insect %, 56 appears to have been used as a simple substitute for bird §. The
popular explanation using sail #1711 ., giving insect blown by wind against
sail i incorrect but a useful memoric

Mnemonic: INSECT BLOWN AGAINST SAIL BY WIND.
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155 SEI hareru B SETEN  clearsky
CLEAR, BRIGHT 7P HAREBARE bright

H 12 srokes B % HAREGI bestclothes

Also ok . @ is sun 62. % /% is blue/ young 43, here used phoneticaly 10 express

open/ clear and possibly also lending an idea of fresh and blue. Thus clear open
clear weather.

Maemonic: SUN AGAINST BLUE MEANS CLEAR WEATHER
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N ON, atatakaiimeru B 4 ONSEN sp.
2 WARM w1 ono indoess
‘m 12 strokes % ONSHITSU  hothouse

iy £ . There is some difference of opinion as 1o is origins. Some scholars take it
10 40 act of kindness in giving a prisoner & 13533 bowl 0. 1307 of wa-
= 40, with the figurative sense of warm unusually preceding the physical one. Other
interpret. (5] s a variant of vapors 19 26, with watery vapors from a
indicating steam and thus heat. Though the latte theory scems the more logical, &
(though without examples) s a CO character meaning feed a prisoner, suggest-
s the former theory isin fact accurate. For the modern form, suggest taking @ s
=3

c: SUN WARMS WATER IN A BOWL
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= DO, TAKU, tabi # B TEIDO degree
DEGREE, TIMES BLE ONDO  temperare
9 strokes — I ICHIDO once

% s sbbreviation of various ¥ 1381, and also acts phonetically to express meas-
< is hand, which was often used for measuring things. Thus (o measure vari-
g5 with the hand, finaly giving measurement in a range of senses. Itis not
wy measure/hand =} 909 was not sed instead ofjust hand. Suggest taking f* as
2 114, with 4 astwo tens + 33and one — 1,i.c. twenty-one.

ic: HAND MEASURES TWENTY-ONE DEGREES IN BUILDING
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205 HOKU, BOKU, kita 4L TOHOKU  nomh-cast
NORTH, FLEE f 4 HAIBOKU detea
5 suokes 68 KITAKAZE  north wind

Originally  , showing two persons sitting back to back. Turning one’s back ex-
pressed the idea both of fleeing and of the north, the coldest direction and hence
shunned.

Mnemonic: PEOPLE FLEE, TURNING THEIR BACKS ON THE NORTH
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19 NAN, minami H# TONAN

south-east
soutn 11 1 NANKYOKU South Pole
9 strokes i # MINAMIGAWA

south side

Semewat obsar. Osginatly W, ur P\ ant B, S schotars et K depis s
primitive tepee-like ent, and take I 10 be the prototype of red 5% 1563 wsed ‘phonctically
1 cxpres warm. T, e varm e o et L. she suth s supp
-+ asten 33, [ asa hoop, and ¥ s the sign for yen.

Mnemonic: GET A HOOP FOR TEN YEN DOWN SOUTH
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One (=) of the four (&)

(e diractions is the west.
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SEI, SAI, nishi W SEIYO the West

WEST DI KANSAI  Kansai area

6 strokes % H NISHIBI  aftemoon sun

'y @, showing a basket. The basket was used as a crude wine press, and later
such as & show the addition of a pressing device . It was used phonetically to.

west, but also lends a suggestion of falling (sun) from the idea of falling drops
wise. See also 399,

sic: SUN FALLS IN WEST LIKE DROP FROM WINE PRESS
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samuicold in/ #5 fio/ fro

samusa  coldness/ 4 /o frio/ el flo

Kampa cold wave / 5%/ onda de fro.
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KAN, samui
coLp
12 stokes

obscare. Formerly ., andinsncientimes B, (/¢ s rooffbuilding
A/ is ice 378, possibly symbolising winter. 33 (also %) appears to be plants 9.
5 a7pears 0 be  referenc 1 the cusom o biding stra o rushes o the outside of

‘o insulte it agains the coldof winer. Suggest taking 4 13 well 1470 and 7%
i vaiant of six 7% 76

BUILDING'S SIX WELLS ICE OVER IN COLD
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PO = atsui hot (a5 calor  calor
Bxs BN atsuss heat/ 619 /o caor/ el calor

§ the st summer heat 2614/ o
e EAL:  mahe G el verino
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313 SHO, atsui i % KOKUSHO _intense heat
HOT (WEATHER) i % #5 HISHOCHI  cool reson
12 stokes % X ATSUSA heat

Formerly § . g issun 62. /% is person 298 q.., here acting phonetically to
xpress burh an possiblyalo lending lose connoatonsof much (much/many being an
occasional connotaion len by 298, et o drive from s idea of various bitsan pieces).
Thus (much?) burning sun,i.c. hea.

Mnemonic: PERSON UNDER HOT SUN
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Aperson () under the sun
(8) fools hot

FoFoXuuer.
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many, much / 7}/ muito / macho
maybe b/ provivel/ qizds
many 44/ numeroso, muitos/

more or less / -/ mais ou menos
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TA, i £ 8 TASU  majority, mass

% At et

163
6 strokes %8 ¥ 5 OSUGIRU  toomany

Evening 7 44 doubled 1o indicate pluralty. Thus many evenings/ often, fially just
many.

Vinemonic: MANY EVENINGS




image27.png
There are many *7."
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many / much
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alitle a few / 23/ pouco/ un poco
alile afew 46/ pouc/ poco.
boy 4 garoto adolescent chic
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143 SHO, sukoshi, sukunai % 4 SHONEN ayouth
AU\ rew, aLmTe 2t SHOSU minoriy
4 strokes. % & TASHO ‘more or less.

Originally +}. As small +1+36 but with four points instead of thre, o suggest smaller
size. It originally meant tiny size but s now generally applied to quantiy rather than sze.

Mnemonic: SMALL WITH JUST A LITTLE EXTRA
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‘When you cut a small (1} thing,
you can get only litl.

Tavsothuse. Suur
b5RELA
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REL tsumetai, hierwyasu, 15 ¥ REZO ‘refrigeration

samerwmasu % 8 REISEIna cool-headed
FREEZE, COLD ¥ 4 HIESHOsensivity to cold
7 strokes

% isice378. 4 /4 is orde/ rule 603, here acting phonctically 10 express
and also lending an idea of prevail/ dominate. Thus tremble as a result of
iling ice, now freeze or ice-cold.

ic: ICE RULES IN FREEZING COLD
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IxRT  TAR temki  weather /¥4 /climaempo tem

K RATFHT TAREE) tenkiyono  Veaber ormca /8714 preis
TREL

temgoku  heaven / 4/ paraiso cilo, para
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58 TEN, ama- F fl TENSHI angel
HEAVEN, SKY X i TENNO emperor

4 sokes #F b AMAKUDARI
descent from heaven

Originaly written R ,showing person . 53 with an exaggerated head symbolising
uppermast/ upper part. By association it came to mean that up above.

Mnemonic: PERSON'S HEAD IS CLOSEST PART TO HEAVEN
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3 U, ame, ama- mHE Uk riny season
N RAIN K OAME heavy in
8 surokes % AMAGUMO  rain cloud

Ascient form A or 7. Raindrops - falling from clouds T bencath  symbol of
e heavens —. Some scholars feel that <7 alone is cloud, and that | is 2 symbol of
fa

Maemonic: RAIN FROM HEAVENLY CLOUDS




